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And all who believed were together 

and had all things in com mon; 

and they sold their possessions and goods 

and dis trib ut ed them to all, 

as any had need.

(Acts 2:44, 45)

Now the company of those who believed 

were of one heart and soul, 

and no one said that any of the things 

which he possessed was his own, 

but they had eve ry thing in common.

(Acts 4:32) 
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Introduction

Christian Community is back
on the agenda!

THIS BOOKLET was first published on 24 January 1998 
for a Conference on ‘The Christian Community Lifestyle in 
To day’s Culture’, held in North amp ton, UK. The con fer -
ence gave an op por tu ni ty to fel low ship with other Chris-
 tians keen to look at life style im pli ca tions for to day. 

Those first believers after Pentecost de vot ed them selves 
to four things: teaching, fellowship, the breaking of bread, and 
prayers (Acts 2:42). Following this model, there were ele-
ments of all four in the conference pro gramme, as well as 
ample op por tu ni ty to eat together with glad and humble hearts 
(v. 46)!

Christian community is certainly back on the agenda. 
It was a theme at a recent Greenbelt festival. Some of the 
books that stim u lat ed com mu ni ty discussion in the sev-
 en ties are now be ing revised and re is sued (e.g. Ron Sider’s 
Rich Chris tians in an Age of Hunger). A key note speaker at 
the Wem bley Praise Day in November 1997 said that the 
miss ing el e ment in the Church’s witness to society today 
was com mu ni ty.

So let’s see ourselves as part of a pro phet ic move ment 
in our land today, and may we all learn more deeply what it 
means to truly ‘love one an oth er ear nest ly from the heart’ 
(1 Peter 1:22).





The Call to a Christian Community Lifestyle
PAGE 7

The Baptist chapel in Bug-
brooke,    North amp ton shire, 
where the story begins

New Cre a tion 
Chris tian 
Community

THE NEW CRE A TION Christian Community rep re sents 
rough ly a third of the mem ber ship of the Jesus Fel low ship 
Church. It’s made up of people who have felt God call them 
to live shared lives, as in the book of Acts. There are mar rieds, 
chil dren, committed celibates, and sin gles, liv ing in prop er ties 
rang ing from or di nary three-bed room hous es right up to a 
former ho tel with room for sixty peo ple.

The Community has grown and developed from quite 
hum ble or i gins. The Baptist chapel at Bugbrooke, North amp -
ton shire, came alive in the char is mat ic renewal of the early 
1970s. From day one, God plant ed in people’s hearts a deep 
love for one another. We wanted to be together sev en days a 
week! So even on eve nings where there wasn’t much on, folk 
would gath er in some one’s home and spend literally hours 
sharing their hearts and prais ing God.

We were quite a mix ture, 
too! Vil lage chapel-goers, 
Pentecostals, con vert ed drug 
ad dicts from North amp ton, 
in tel lec tu al seek ers from Ox-
 ford, and hip pies from al most 
an y where, found that Jesus 
broke down di vid ing walls. As 
we gave our selves to this, a love 
was born, and the foun da tions 
of a whole new so ci e ty were 
laid. There was a two-way in-
 flu ence: the ‘straights’ parented 
the ‘freaks’ into a more or dered 
life style, and the hip pies (who 
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(Below, right) New Cre a tion 
Hall in Bugbrooke, our fi rst 
large house.
(Below, left) It needed a lot 
of work!

‘Here was a new 

cul ture, a ‘city 

on a hill’, where 

broth er hood and 

equality reigned’

were used to com munes) con vict ed the mid dle-class by 
their em pha sis on sim ple liv ing and care for one an oth er.

Around 1973, some families took in a sin gle or two and 
start ed living in ‘extended fam i lies’. Someone had the idea of 
buying food in bulk at the cash and carry, then shar ing it around 
the church, as a way of living more sim ply and leav ing more 
mon ey for God’s work. There was a notice board in chapel 
where peo ple could pin notes: ‘Sheila needs a sofa’, ‘Fred has 
time to mow lawns on Fridays’, ‘Barry has a carpet to give 
away’. We were start ing to share what we had (Heb. 13:16). 

Suddenly Acts 2 and 4 came alive! The first Chris tians had 
shared eve ry thing in com mon. The love of Jesus had abol ished 
the social in jus tice of ‘haves’ and ‘have-nots’. Here was a new 
culture, a ‘city on a hill’, a ‘Zion of God’, where broth er hood 
and equality reigned. We were already half way there, so shared 
com mu ni ty living was the logical next step. So, as God pro vid ed 
the funds, we bought one or two larger prop er ties, and folk 
sold up their own homes and moved in.

Houses and busi ness es 
That was 1974, since when we have grown to the point where 
there are around 80 com mu ni ty hous es, large and small, spread 
over much of the UK. The road hasn’t been easy, but it has 
certainly been blessed by God. We’ve had to learn many things. 
How to live at close quar ters with all kinds of people, even 
those you don’t like! How to respond when tri als come and love 
burns low, and how to over come with faith and de vo tion. How 
to ar rive at a right ‘mix’ of peo ple. How to man age fi nanc es 
and ensure eve ry thing is done fair ly. Above all, how to ‘take up 
our cross dai ly’, lay down all that shouts ‘Me!’, and em brace 
the ‘Us’ of broth er hood in Je sus.
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(Above) Christian com mu ni ty 
… it takes all sorts, from brick-
layers to doctors!
(Below) The Food Dis tri bu tion 
Centre, our central buying de-
partment.

In the early days, as we la boured to restore old prop er ties, 
we re al ised that working to geth er was a good thing! So the vi-
 sion was born for several busi ness es, owned by the church and 
staffed from the Com mu ni ty, which could pro vide a serv ice 
to the neigh bour hood and bring in an in come for the Lord’s 
work. After all, Paul made tents to fi nance his min is try. So 
we found ed a build ing sup plies firm, a farm, a health-foods 
whole sal ers, and a paint ing/dec o rat ing/plumb ing serv ice, all 
of which are still trad ing, with over 200 of our own people 
em ployed there. 

We soon re al ised that if we were to con tin ue in ex ist ence 
long-term, we would have to or gan ise our selves in a way that 
was rec og nis a ble to out side agencies like the taxman! God 
raised up among us peo ple with the gift of ‘helps and ad min is -
tra tions’ (1 Cor. 12:28) to guide us through to the struc ture 
that we still have today. Jesus Fel low ship Com mu ni ty Trust 
owns the com mu ni ty prop er ties, fur ni ture, equip ment and 
ve hi cles as well as the House of Good ness Group of busi ness es. 
Day-to-day run ning costs are met from Com mon Purs es at 
each house. There are separate funds for char i ta ble church 
ac tiv i ties.
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Find out more by reading the 
full story of the Jesus Fellow-
ship (see page 19)

The staff of one of the Com-
 mu ni ty’s busi ness es. Almost 
all live in the New Creation 
Christian Com mu ni ty.

Servant-heartedness
Most of the members of the Com mu ni ty live to geth er in large 
houses, pool ing their goods, in come, re sourc es and abil i ties in 
God’s serv ice. Oth ers live in their own place but are still part 
of the com mon purse of the large house to which they be long. 
The New Creation Chris tian Com mu ni ty is only one part of 
the Je sus Fel low ship Church as a whole. Many Church mem-
 bers who are not part of the Com mu ni ty also take steps to live 
more shared and ac count a ble lives, of ten in clud ing the area 
of their finances. Some try to buy or rent hous es in the same 
street as other families, so they can op er ate a ‘neigh bour hood 
com mu ni ty’ model, with a fair de gree of shar ing. 

 The Community members aim to serve the ever-grow ing 
and di ver si fy ing membership of the Fel low ship as a whole. 
They seek not to be su pe ri or or elitist, but rather to add their 
love, com mit ment and serv ant-heartedness to the whole 
church. They can be counted on to ‘be there’ when needed. 
Church members also bring life to the Com mu ni ty by keep ing 
its ho ri zons broad and its mem bers root ed in the real world!

Community doesn’t exist for itself. Having premis es with 
space avail a ble, and a com mu ni ty team that has learned to love 
one another, warts and all, means that we can invite peo ple to 
come and stay a while with us. Our street out reach to the dis ad -
van taged can be backed up by the offer of a time of restoration 
and growth in a family at mos phere. Chris tians searching for 
a New Tes ta ment way of living, and for re la tion ships that go 
deep, can also come and stay in our houses for some ‘hands 
on’ ex pe ri ence of faith that works through love (Gal. 5:6).
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‘Nobody in the 

Early Church 

wanted to stay rich 

while his brother 

was poor’

Pentecost 
and Chris tian 
Communities

WHEN THE HOLY SPIR IT de scend ed in pow er on the first 
be liev ers, He au to mat i cal ly led them into sharing. Af ter all, 
Jesus had shared a com mon purse with His dis ci ples, with 
Ju das look ing af ter the ‘mon ey box’ (John 13:29). Now, fol-
 low ing Pen te cost, the ‘love of God shed abroad in their hearts’ 
(Rom. 5:5) meant that nobody want ed to stay rich while their 
broth er or sis ter was poor. No com mit tees, no ex per i ments, 
just a prac ti cal ex pres sion of sim plic i ty, justice and love. 

And all who believed were together and had all things in com-
 mon (Acts 2:44). They were of one heart and soul, and no one said 
that any of the things which he pos sessed was his own, but they had 
eve ry thing in com mon. There was not a needy person among them, 
for as many as were pos ses sors of lands or hous es sold them, and 
brought the proceeds and laid it at the apos tles’ feet; and dis tri bu tion 
was made to each as any had need (Acts 4:32-35).

Early Communities
After Christianity had become the official religion of the Ro-
 man Empire in the 4th century, godliness was eroded, and 
many spiritual souls turned to Christian community as a 
pro phet ic demonstration of how things ought to be. 

Early lead ers like Augustine, Basil, Jerome and John 
Chrysostom took in others to live as extended families. The 
‘Desert Fa thers’ of the 4th cen tu ry set up com mu ni ties in 
desert areas, some of which numbered thou sands. Some 
of their writings, e.g. by St. Antony, have survived. Out of 
these grew the mon as ter ies and con vents, which were to be 
the torch bear ers of Chris tian com mu ni ty for centuries (but 
which often need ed re vi tal is ing!). 

By the 6th century there were many believers living 
in mon as ter ies and con vents, and certain lead ers drew up 
Rules 
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Christian community … means 
real friendships

to govern their or gan i sa tion. Benedict of Nursia wrote one 
(c.525) which is still in use today.

The Celtic churches of Britain, which God used to re-
evan ge lise Western Europe from around the 450s on wards, 
were strong ly com mu ni ty based. They embraced poverty, 
pu ri ty and brotherly love, together with a rev er ence for God’s 
cre a tion. They called their monasteries muinntir, mean ing 
‘peo ple’, where each member was cared for by an anamchara, 
or ‘soul friend’.

From the 13th to the 18th century
From about the 1200s, groups other than mon as ter ies 

be gan liv ing in Chris tian com mu ni ty. The Beguines of Bel gium 
and the Waldensians of Swit zer land were well known in their 
day for their shar ing, their right eous ness and their care for the 
poor. Yet they were per se cut ed and did not last. 

The Breth ren of a Com mon Life (late 14th cen tu ry) in 
Hol land ac tu al ly pro duced one of the clas sic Chris tian books, 
Tho mas à Kempis’ Im i ta tion of Christ. In East ern Eu rope the 
Unit ed Breth ren (15th cen tu ry) had hun dreds shar ing all 
things in com mon. 

The Reformation of the 16th cen tu ry saw the final frag-
 men ta tion of Ro man Cath o lic con trol of the church es. Many 
be liev ers fol lowed the first Protestant cham pi ons, Luther and 
Calvin, into new de nom i na tions, but there were oth ers who 

wanted a full-scale re turn to New 
Tes ta ment liv ing – including  Chris-
 tian com mu ni ty. 

The Swiss Breth ren (from the 
Alps), the Mennonites (in Hol land) 
and the Hutterites (in East ern Eu-
 rope) all found ed church es based 
on equal i ty and jus tice. 

The Hutterites es pe cial ly had 
large and care ful ly or gan ised com-
 mu ni ties, ran their own schools, 
and pro vid ed a med i cal serv ice 
for the local area. Their crafts men 
were so gift ed that their trade at 
times ri valled Ven ice! Yet they were 
se vere ly per se cut ed, and thou sands 
died for their faith. Nev er the less 
God pre served a rem nant, and 
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Christian community … means 
reconciliation

the Hutterian Breth ren (as they are now known) still ex ist 
to day. 

In the 17th century a huge experiment was tried in South 
Amer i ca by some Jes u it mis sion ar ies. Faced with the hor rors 
of genocide being prac tised by Spanish colonists, these mis-
 sion ar ies gath ered the Indians into communal set tle ments 
run on New Tes ta ment lines. Prop er ty was shared, the poor 
and wid owed cared for, and craft goods were sold to provide 
in come. At its height, this ‘Holy Ex per i ment’ in volved a stag-
 ger ing 140,000 peo ple.

The 18th century saw the rise of the Moravian (or Her-
rnhuter) com mu ni ties. They began in the 1720s when Count 
Zinzendorf opened his es tates to persecuted be liev ers, who 
founded a Christian com mu ni ty. They were fer vent evan ge lists 
and great plan ners, so the movement spread wide ly, with simi-
lar com mu nal settlements found ed from Scan di na via down 
to South Africa. One of their mis sion ar ies was used by God 
to con vert John Wesley.
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Christian community … you 
can relax and enjoy!

‘Young people are 

looking for solid 

moral ground and 

relationships that 

carry weight’

The past two centuries
The 19th century saw a great upsurge of com mu ni ty 

ac tiv i ty, both Chris tian and sec u lar. The main focus was the 
United States of America, where vast tracts of land were avail-
 a ble. Chris tian com mu ni ties such as Bethel, Zoar, and the 
Amana Society, flour ished. Another, the Harmony So ci e ty, 
be came one of the plac es to visit in America, its spir it u al i ty 
ad mired and its struc tures cop ied by econ o mists and social 
re form ers. 

Coming to the 20th century we find a whole range of 
Chris tian com mu ni ty models (including traditional Ro man 
Cath o lic and An gli can com mu ni ties) in all con ti nents. Com-
 mu nist China saw the Jesus Family. Ger ma ny spawned the 
Bruderhof, which still exists in England and the USA. The 
years since World War 2 have been fer tile ground for ex pres sions 
of love and sharing, with young people look ing for solid moral 
ground and for re la tion ships that carry weight. Amer i ca has 
pro duced the Com mu ni ty of Cel e bra tion, Reba Place, JPUSA 
(Jesus People USA) and a host of other small er com mu ni ties. 
Brit ain too, and many oth er na tions, have seen groups too 
nu mer ous to list, often quite small but still very committed, rise 
up to the challenge of laying down their life for their brothers 
and sisters in a pro phet ic life of sharing, jus tice, simplicity and 
heart re la tion ships, all through Jesus Christ.
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Some rel e vant 
quo ta tions

HOW MUCH more honourable it is to serve many 
than to live in wealth. How much more use ful 
to have friends as our adorn ment than lifeless 
decorations!
Clement of Al ex an dria, 2nd century

MOST CHRISTIANS live in the world and go to the 
church. God intends us to live in the church and go to 
the world. We are a counterculture. Our values are not 
the val ues of the culture around us. We do not embrace 
in de pend ence, but mutual sub mis sion and in ter de -
pend ence. We do not em brace ma te ri al ism, but Jesus 
Christ as own er and mas ter over all we have. We do not 
em brace privacy, but shared life, fam i ly, community. 
Clay Ford, 1977

DO NOT NE GLECT to do good and to share what you 
have. Hebrews 13:16

WHOEVER SPEAKS OF Christ and of love, and yet 
refus es to hand his property over to the com mu ni ty, 
for the sake of Christ and the poor, proves by his 
ac tions that he loves the things of the world more 
than Christ. 
Andreas Ehrenpreis, an Anabaptist, 1650

JESUS OFFERS Himself and gathers a vol un tary 
com mu ni ty wher ev er people hear His call, form ing a new 
fam i ly of shar ing with peo ple of any and eve ry previous 
con di tion. This is what heav en will be like – and the 
king dom of heav en is at hand. David Janzen, 1996

WHOEVER LIVES by love, pos sess es Thy goods in 
com mon for the good of his neighbour, and not for 
himself. O Lord, since all the good that men have 
comes from Thee, how dare any give Thee of the 
worst and keep the best for him self !? 
Anon., 14th cen tu ry
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COMMUNITY MEANS nothing other than to have all 
things in com mon out of love for our neigh bour. Each 
lays down what he has, and all share with one another, 
both in joy and suf fer ing. “Mine” and “yours” have been 
the cause of all wars and still are to day. Both are re lat ed 
to greed. Love does not seek its own ends, so it ob vi ous ly 
seeks community. A Hutterian Anabaptist, c.1590

POSSESSIONS ARE high ly dan ger ous. They lead 
to a mul ti tude of sins, in clud ing idol a try. West ern 
Christians to day des per ate ly need to turn away 
from their cov et ous so ci e ty’s grasp ing materialism. 
Ron Sider, 1976

COMMUNITY LIFE means sac ri fic ing daily all our 
strength and all our rights, all the de mands com mon ly 
made on life and as sumed to be jus ti fied. When people 
vol un tar i ly make a joint com mit ment to re nounce 
eve ry thing that is self-willed, iso lat ed or pri vate, their 
bondings be come sign posts to the ul ti mate unity of all 
man kind. We have to live in com mu ni ty, be cause God 
wants us in faith to give a clear an swer to the un clear 
longings of peo ple today. Eberhard Arnold, 1927

I WANT TO impress upon you that truly bless ed 
pov er ty of spir it is to be found more in humility 
of heart than in merely going without eve ry day 
pos ses sions, and consists more in the re nun ci a tion 
of pride than in mere con tempt for property. 
Guerric, a 12th century monk

WE MUST engage in a rig or ous practice of truth. 
The day the radical falters is the day the Chris tian 
rad i cal must dem on strate his staying pow er. If 
ref or ma tion does not come, then the Chris tian 
com mu ni ty must assert its re gained in teg ri ty 
in being a loy al rem nant. Such people can be a 
spear head in a new ref or ma tion. 
Os Guin ness, 1975

COMMUNITY IS the best place to get rid of wil ful ness, 
bad hab its, and vices gen er al ly, for we are sub ject to the 
con stant scru ti ny and reproof of others, which, rightly 
taken, will go far toward preparing us for the great 
Com mu ni ty above. 
An elder of the Zoar community, 1830s
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Many of this bunch grew up in 
Christian com mu ni ty

Until Jesus 
comes in 
Majesty!

IN OUR DAY Satan may create counterfeit com mu ni ties in 
the form of au thor i tar i an cults. Our response must be to al low 
the Holy Spirit to do as He did in the first Church – to bring 
the wis dom, life and love by which we will become gen u ine 
Chris tian communities. 

Such groups will become what Jesus called little ‘cit ies 
set on a hill, that cannot be hidden’, which bring ‘light to the 
world’ (Matt.5:14) and pro vide an im pe tus for evan ge lis ing 
the peo ple and planting church es in the na tion.

The 21st century will see a big increase in Christian 
com mu ni ties (with varying models) in the United Kingdom. 
They will be come pop u lar among the young er generation, an 
at trac tive and magnetic ex pres sion of an alternative style of 
so ci e ty. Many people, of all ages and back grounds, are search-
 ing for the very mix of spirituality and family that com mu ni ty 
offers. 

The birth of more Chris tian communities could be one 
of the in di ca tions that we are reach ing ‘the end times’. We 
are not meant to know 
the day of Christ’s com-
 ing in maj es ty (Acts 1:
7), but we are to live as 
those whose ‘lamps are 
burn ing’ (Luke 12:36) 
and whose talents are all 
used in the King’s serv ice 
as we await His return.

Maranatha! Come, 
Lord Jesus!
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Pilgrims of a 
Common Life

‘A CAREFUL and engag-
ingly writ ten study of those 
Chris tians who, through out 
the cen tu ries, have fought 
to en sure their love for their
broth ers in com mu ni ty of

goods’
Roger Forster, Ichthus 

Chris tian Fellowship, Lon don

‘THIS USEFUL and 
in form a tive study I com-
 mend to an y one who 
wish es to un der stand the 
bib li cal case for Chris tian 
communitarianism and 
to see how this ideal has, 
at dif fer ent times, been 
achieved in practise’

Dr. Bryan Wilson, 
Reader in Sociology, 
University of Oxford

Christian community of goods through the centuries
by Trevor J Saxby MA PhD (Oxon)  
Published by Herald Press 207 pages 14cm x 21cm

A challenge to Christian com mu ni ty to day!

Special Post-Free Offer! £4.99 (UK only)
● Available from Jesus Fel low ship (see ad dress, right)
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Suggested further read ing

Eberhard Arnold, Why we Live in Com mu ni ty, Plough, 
1976

Simon Cooper and Mike Farrant, Fire in our Hearts; 
the Story of the Jesus Fellowship, revised edition, Mul-
 ti ply, 1997 (available from Jesus Fellowship)

Andreas Ehrenpreis, Brotherly Com mu ni ty, the High est 
Com mand of Love (a Hutterite text of 1650), Plough, 
1978

Arthur Gish, Living in Christian Com mu ni ty, Al ba tross, 
1979

David Janzen, Fire, Salt and Peace, Sha lom Mission, 
1996

M. Scott Peck, The Different Drum, Ar row, 1987

Trevor Saxby, Pilgrims of a Common Life, Herald, 1987
(available from Jesus Fellowship)

Jean Vanier, Community and Growth, revised edn., 
Darton Longman Todd, 1989

Information
Jesus Fellowship / Multiply Net work
Nether Heyford, Northampton NN7 3LB
Tel: 01327 344522 Fax: 01327 344521
e-mail: info@newcreation.org.uk
Web: www.newcreation.org.uk

The Jesus Fellowship/Jesus Army (of which the New 
Cre a tion Christian Community is part) belongs to the 
Multiply Net work of charismatic churches.
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